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Summer Comes Early This Year...
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forth in the valleys; they flow

By the streams the birds of t
among the branches. From your
earth is satisfiedBwesé the E[LEOR
Praise the LORD! O

~from Ps

Although the calendar (the
standard, Gregorian one) has
not changed in 2015, our church

Underwater: Spirituality and the
Twelve Steps, by Richard Rohr. It
will take us more than 12 weeks to

calendar reflects an early change get through the 06
of worship seasons for us at It is important for me to share
Second Presbyterian Church. a word or two about this book

The official beginning of before we begin. | will also be
summer remains June 21, butour  sharing something along these
summer worship schedulefi with l ines in our 6int
one service in the sanctuary at 10  worship service on May 31.
AMPA  begins almost a month As you may already know, a
earlier on May 24, Pentecost twelve-step program is based on a
Sunday. Since both Pentecost and  set of guiding principles
Memorial Day come early this (sometimes understood by
year, our 0Si zzl imethbeS asheirg spiriialr mo n
Seriesdé, now i n iprirgiplesgautiining ayceuese of o r
will follow suit. The book approved action for tackling problems
for use as a guide by our Worship, including alcoholism, drug

Music and Sacraments Council, at
my suggestion, is Breathing

addiction and compulsion.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compulsive_behavior
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/A& Session Highlights d March 17, 2015

I\/I oderator Rev. Dr. Thomas W. Blair called the Stated Meeting of
QWW" SECOND Session of the Second Presbyterian Church, Baltimore, to order on
PRESBYTERIAN March 17 and read a passage from John 12:20, Jesus Predicts His Death.

,.._.._.._._s;,UCHURCH OF BALTIMORE

The operative verse, with which we ar
The Rev. Dr. Tom Blair unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a
Pastor single seed. But if it dies, it produ

thoughts on this reading and the intended meaning of renewal:
The Rev. Jenn DiFrancesco

Associate Pastor T The grain of wheat wondt grow unl
soi |l . The passage isndt so much

Joyce Zimmerman God is always there.

Pastoral Assistant f I'f we didndt have such a long col

prepared us for the spring and its renewal.
1 We make bread from wheat, which ties it to the Eucharist. A
whole stalk of wheat comes from just one grain. Consider the

Cecilia Amaral, MS

Pastoral Counselor

Philip Olsen multiplying effect; two bushels of wheat will make 2,500-3,000
Director of Music loaves of bread.
Liz Sesler-Beckman As a result of a very productive and informative strategic planning
Associate Director of Music retreat for elders and trustees that John Wimberly, pastor and consultant,

led in early March, the focus of the March session meeting was
determining a o0purpose statemento for
mission statement, a purpose statement is shorter in duration (18 months),
more obtainable, and can be acted upon.

Session agreed that our purpose statement should concentrate on
growing membership and increasing mission outreach -- making a

Beau Lochte
Handbell Choir Director

Julie Evans
Communications Coordinator

Linda Venable-Ward committed step to the way we go about developing our programs. We
Office Administrator dondét want to conduct another survey.
what motivates one to come to church. After considerable discussion,
Caroline Mapp elders agreed that our purpose statement should comprise the following
Sepdepes key points:
Rob Brown
Facilities Manager T Connect
1 Engage
I Grow

Our 18-month goal is to engage and invigorate current and

Second Presbyterian Church prospective members by renewing old connections and developing new

4200 St. Paul Street ones, resulting in a 15 percent growth of our second family. Session is
Baltimore, MD 21218 committed to putting this goal into practice and will be developing
Phone: 410.467.4210 procedures on how to do so at its monthly meetings.
Fax: 410.467.4287 Rev. Blair closed the meeting with prayer.
office@secondpresby.org
www.secondpresby.org ~Scott Silverwood for the Session
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An Early Summer Prayer

God of all creation, God of the seasons,
bless your creatures with seasons of delight.

Lord of the Sabbath,

you who established the rhythms of life

established in us also the rhythms for human prospering;
grant us the good sense to enjoy Sabbath rest in this season.

Grant us wisdom to know that there is time to play and be
recreated;

a time to put down our labors,

a time to sense majesty in a blue sky,

richness in green grass,

and joy in our being.

Send our roots rain and send our hearts ease

so that we may show in our lives

that we can rightly live in this season

and see it as if for the first time,

in wonder, in awe, and in a spirit of thanksgiving.
Amen.

~The Rev. Dr. Tom Blair

May
Sermons

MAY 3
5th Sunday of Easter
John 15:1-8
“On the Vine”
Guest Preacher
The Rev. Laurie Kraus
Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance

MAY 10
6th Sunday of Easter
John 15:9-17
“No Greater Love”

The Rev. Jenn DiFrancesco

MAY 17
7th Sunday of Easter
John 17:6-19
“That They May be One”
The Rev. Jenn DiFrancesco

MAY 24
Single 10 am Worship
Service
Pentecost & Memorial Day
Weekend
John 15
“When the Advocate Comes”
The Rev. Dr. Tom Blair

Sizzlin’ Summer Worship
Series Begins
10 AM summer worship
service

MAY 31
Trinity Sunday
Luke 24:13-49

TBA
The Rev. Dr. Tom Blair




