
A lthough the calendar (the 

standard, Gregorian one) has 

not changed in 2015, our church 

calendar reflects an early change 

of worship seasons for us at 

Second Presbyterian Church.  

 The official beginning of 

summer remains June 21, but our 

summer worship scheduleñwith 

one service in the sanctuary at 10 

AMñ begins almost a month 

earlier on May 24, Pentecost 

Sunday. Since both Pentecost and 

Memorial Day come early this 

year, our òSizzlinõ Summer Sermon 

Seriesó, now in its tenth year or so, 

will follow suit. The book approved 

for use as a guide by our Worship, 

Music and Sacraments Council, at 

my suggestion, is Breathing 

Underwater: Spirituality and the 

Twelve Steps, by Richard Rohr. It 

will take us more than 12 weeks to 

get through the ôTwelve Steps.ó 

 It is important for me to share 

a word or two about this book 

before we begin. I will also be 

sharing something along these 

lines in our ôintroductoryõ summer 

worship service on May 31. 

 As you may already know, a 

twelve-step program is based on a 

set of guiding principles 

(sometimes understood by 

members as being 'spiritual 

principles') outlining a course of 

action for tackling problems 

including alcoholism, drug 

addiction and compulsion. 

(Continued on page 4) 

 ñBless the LORD, O my soul. You are clothed with honor and 

majesty; You stretch out the heavens like a tent. You make springs gush 

forth in the valleys; they flow between the hills. 

 By the streams the birds of the air have their habitation; they sing 

among the branches. From your lofty abode you water the mountains; the 

earth is satisfied with the fruit of your work. Bless the LORD, O my soul. 

Praise the LORD!ò                                     

                                                                                            ~from Psalm 104 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2015 Sizzlinô Summer  

Sermon Series 
 

ñBREATHING  

UNDER WATER 

Spirituality and the Twelve 

Stepsò- Richard Rohr 
 

May 31ðSeptember 6  

One Service at 10 AM 

In the Sanctuary 
 

  A óSizzlinô Summer Sermon 

Seriesô  is coming once again to 

Second Presbyterian Church.  

 The Worship, Music and 

Sacraments Council has endorsed 

using this important resource as a 

guide for our common worship 

together. 

 Written by Fr. Richard Rohr, 

but grounded in the work of the 

Twelve Step programs of Bill 

Wilson and Alcoholics 

Anonymous, this book is a 

(Continued on page 4) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compulsive_behavior
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Session Highlights ðMarch 17, 2015  
 

M oderator Rev. Dr. Thomas W. Blair called the Stated Meeting of 

Session of the Second Presbyterian Church, Baltimore, to order on 

March 17 and read a passage from John 12:20, Jesus Predicts His Death.  

The operative verse, with which we are familiar, is òVery truly I tell you, 

unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a 

single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.ó  Elders shared their 

thoughts on this reading and the intended meaning of renewal:  

 

¶ The grain of wheat wonõt grow unless it falls on soil.  We are the 

soil.  The passage isnõt so much about death and rebirth, but that 

God is always there. 

¶ If we didnõt have such a long cold winter, it would not have 

prepared us for the spring and its renewal.   

¶ We make bread from wheat, which ties it to the Eucharist.  A 

whole stalk of wheat comes from just one grain.  Consider the 

multiplying effect; two bushels of wheat will make 2,500-3,000 

loaves of bread. 

  

 As a result of a very productive and informative strategic planning 

retreat for elders and trustees that John Wimberly, pastor and consultant, 

led in early March, the focus of the March session meeting was 

determining a òpurpose statementó for Second Presbyterian.  Unlike a 

mission statement, a purpose statement is shorter in duration (18 months), 

more obtainable, and can be acted upon.  

 Session agreed that our purpose statement should concentrate on 

growing membership and increasing mission outreach --  making a 

committed step to the way we go about developing our programs.  We 

donõt want to conduct another survey.  Instead, we want to understand 

what motivates one to come to church.  After considerable discussion, 

elders agreed that our purpose statement should comprise the following 

key points: 

 

¶ Connect  

¶ Engage 

¶ Grow 

 

 Our 18-month goal is to engage and invigorate current and 

prospective members by renewing old connections and developing new 

ones, resulting in a 15 percent growth of our second family.  Session is 

committed to putting this goal into practice and will be developing 

procedures on how to do so at its monthly meetings.   

 Rev. Blair closed the meeting with prayer.                                                                   

 

                                                                 ~Scott Silverwood for the Session 



3 

THE CHURCH TOWER Ŀ  A NEWSLETTER OF THE SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF BALTIMORE 

 
 

An Early Summer Prayer  

 


